
 
April 29, 2020 
 
I noticed in the news today, that starting tomorrow, April 30th, All Monterey 
Country residence must wear a face mask when you go out for essential 
activities to help stop the spread of Covid-19.  I’m sure you are all doing this 
as we see the continued spread of the virus in our region.   Take care, stay 
safe and be blessed!     Here is today’s devotional thought.   
 
“Forgetting what lies behind, I press on towards the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Philippians 3:14 
 
This past weekend was supposed to be the 34th running of the Big Sur 
Marathon.   I remember coming up from Los Angeles in 2001 to run the 
race.  The Big Sur Marathon is rated the number 1 marathon in North 
America because of its scenic beauty.  At the 13 mile mark, after a 2 and a 
half-mile climb, you arrive at Hurricane Point and a sign says, “turn around 
and enjoy where you have been.”  What an awesome sight to see the 
beauty of the Big Sur coastline.   Reaching the half-way mark I was looking 
forward to seeing Sherry, my mother and brother at the finish line.    
 
I had told my brother that I would probably be finishing around 4 hours and 
20 minutes.   As that time passed, my brother started to walk up the 
highway to meet me and run in with me.  By the time we met I was tired, 
cramping, and in pain.    But Ken told me, “Your almost there, don’t quit, 
you can do it.”  Those were great words of encouragement to keep me 
pressing on towards the finish line.   
 
This week we are 7 weeks into sheltering in place.  At times those days have 
been challenging.   But as we look back, we can see how far we have come 
and the end is in sight.   Originally, Monterey County’s Shelter in Place order 
was until this Sunday May 3rd.  At this moment, we do not know how far 
beyond that date the county will extend or not.   But take heart, we can do 
this, we are almost there.   As the apostle Paul said, let us keep on 
“pressing on,” we have come a long way and so don’t quit and don’t give 
up”    
 
Today, as you reflect upon your relationship with Jesus, you may recall that  
at times the road was uphill and filled with twists and turns as well as pain 
and suffering,    Following Jesus can at times be hard. But Jesus is calling 
you today saying, press on, don’t quit, keep going.   There is no greater joy 
than in following God’s call for you in Christ Jesus and one day crossing the 
finish line into the glory of His heaven!      
 



Today’s Prayer Focus:  Today, the number of Covid-19 infections 
surpassed 1 million people and over 58,000 deaths.  Continue to pray for 
wisdom for our local, state, and federal leaders as they make critical 
decisions about opening up the economy.  Pray that they would make wise 
decisions and that those decisions would save lives.  
 
 
 
 


