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El Estero Echoes 

El Estero Presbyterian Church 
490 Camino El Estero, Monterey, CA 93940 

Office 831.375-6622   Fax 831.644-0597 
E-Mail: elesteropc@gmail.com   Web: elesteropc.org 

 

FebruaryVol. 2015, Issue 2 

Message from Rev. Ted Esaki 

Dear El Estero Church Family and Friends, 
 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 
It is with great joy that I write my first article for the Echoes Newsletter. I would like to begin by thanking 
the session of the church for their hard work in making it possible for me to return to my roots and begin 
as your Stated Supply pastor.  I am anxiously awaiting March 1st which will be my first Sunday in the pul-
pit.   
  
I feel as though I owe a great debt of gratitude to El Estero and the faithful servants who have served the 
church throughout the 102 years of its history. It is here at El Estero that I had my introduction to the 
Christian faith. As a small child growing up at El Estero it was a lot of fun attending with my uncles, 
aunties, and cousins. I have been deeply blessed and nurtured by so many here who have served as my 
Sunday school teachers and youth advisors for which I am extremely grateful.    
Years later from 1981 to 1983 El Estero gave me the opportunity and privilege to serve as the Sansei/
Yonsei Youth Director. It was while serving in that capacity that I first sensed God’s calling upon my life to 
go into full time Christian service. Amazingly, 32 years later I find myself returning home to Monterey to 
partner with you in the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
The past 32 years have been an amazing journey for me as I served 3 years in Japan with the Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship, 3 years at Fuller Theological Seminary, 14 ½ years as the pastor of the Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Hollywood, and the past 11 ½ years as pastor of the Wintersburg Presbyterian 
Church in Santa Ana. 
 
Through the years God has continued to teach me about his amazing love and his amazing grace. If there 
is one particular scripture passage that has been a source of encouragement for me, it would be Jeremiah 
29:11 that states, “For I know the plans that I have for you declares the Lord, plans for good and not for 
evil, to give you a hope and a future.” Indeed, God has been good and gracious to me and this promise 
from Jeremiah 29:11 has shown me that God does have a wonderful plan for my life.  I rejoice that that 
wonderful plan now includes you! 
 
In the days and weeks ahead, I look forward to reacquainting myself with you and hope to visit with you 
and hear of your hopes, dreams and visions for the future of El Estero. Please feel free to contact me if 
there are any needs or concerns that you have. 
 
Again, thank you for this great privilege. 
 
In Christ, 
Ted 
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Session Highlights 
 

Devotion:  Rev. George Doyal. Cited his Sunday sermon, “The Unpardonable Sin” which he delivered a few minutes earlier. 

Scripture reading was from Matthew 12:22-32. 
Clerk’s Report: Lynn Gunter. Average attendance appears stable. The Annual Statistical Reports required by the PC (U.S.A.) 

and Clerk’s Report of Session were completed on-line and emailed to Elders on 2/11/2015. The Committee on Polity and Gov-
ernment of the Presbytery of San Jose will be conducting their annual review of Session Minutes on March 14, 2015 at Santa 
Teresa Hills Presbyterian Church in San Jose.  The Committee on Ministry will be meeting with Rev. Theodore “Ted” Esaki in 
March as he must transfer membership from Los Ranchos Presbytery to the Presbytery of San Jose.  He will be introduced to 
the Presbytery of San Jose  at their meeting  on Saturday,  March 28, 2015 at the First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto.  
Members may wish to attend.  Session is required to authorize who is allowed to administer Communion in the church.  The 
Session voted to authorize Rev. Ted Esaki to administer Communion to the congregation and/or shut-in members he visits. 
Deacon’s Report:  Communion Count of 44. Deacons met February 8th.  Officers of the Board of Deacons for 2015:  Hisao 

Yamanishi, Chair and Nora Shen, Secretary.  They are confirming with nominee for Treasurer.  Deacons have reviewed the 
purpose of their ministry, responsibilities and duties.  Visitation and phone calls were also discussed. They may contact those 
who are not Deacons for assistance to help with baking cookies or preparing food from time to time. Ralph Heun will be work-
ing on their Call List. Communion procedure was reviewed.  Hand sanitizers will be used by servers.  Nora Shen will be main-
taining a list of Prayer Concerns and sharing the information with Clerk of Session.  Ralph Heun will represent Deacons during 
the “Joys and Concerns” portion of the Sunday Worship Service.  Deacons  will  be maintaining a record of their visitations, 
activities, and prayer requests received. 

Church Corporation Meeting:  Don Chin, Chair. Yuri Wong, Treasurer, provided a review for the period ending January 31st.  

Church continued to pay base salary, housing allowance and Board of Pension premiums for Rev. Roberts during January.  

Honorariums paid to Guest Speakers and assigned Moderator of Session came from Spiritual Growth budget.  Donations for 

birthdays and memorials received and monies refunded helped cash flow for the month. 

Administrative Branch: Dick Wong. Building and Grounds Committee: Stair Replacement Project continues. Carpeting Re-

placement Project to begin: Yvonne Han has coordinated receiving bids of comparable flooring.  Installers will not move furni-

ture. Furniture must be moved out of all offices.  A member has volunteered to cover the cost of the furniture movers. Church 

Keys:  Finance Committee:  Year end results reviewed by the committee. $70,000 was withdrawn from Reserves in 2014. 

Though the Arts & Crafts Fair was not held during 2014, all or ½ of profits have been historically donated to Mission projects. 

The Stair replacement project must be completed due to safety issues with condition of wood and need for exit. The projected 

expense of $30,000 was budgeted but actual costs may be higher dependent upon condition of the foundation which cannot be 

observed until the concrete pad at base of stairs adjoining building is removed.  The Carpet replacement project had been ap-

proved for safety reasons. Carpeting had been cleaned and stretched but the wrinkles reappeared in entry hallway and Sanctu-

ary due to the age of the carpeting. The deep wrinkles present a tripping hazard especially for those with mobility issues. Fray-

ing at carpet seams also noted. The Request for Special Donations for new carpeting and flooring had been made during the 

Worship Service to the Congregation. The Congregation responded with Special Donations which have covered the projected 

cost.  Water damage to ceiling has been observed in the Sanctuary. Roof was replaced in 2009. The roofing contractor was 

contacted. Finance Committee recommended Session make a 15% decrease in previously approved Budget for 2015. Difficult 

choices must be made as there are large fixed costs which cannot be reduced as the minimum Pastor salary is set by the Pres-

bytery of San Jose as well as Per Capita. Session voted to approve a new Revised Budget calling for a 15% overall reduction.  

Difficult cuts include eliminating the 12 hour per week Administrative Assistant position, 34% cut to Outreach Branch, 31% cut 

to Spiritual Growth Branch, 30% cut to Deacons, and 17% reduction to Administrative Branch. Safe Church: Background 

checks on all new church officers as required by the Presbytery of San Jose’s umbrella insurance policy continue.  The new 

pastor is also required to undergo the mandatory screening.  Two background checks run this month and the results were 

clean. Authorization forms still needed from 3 Deacons and 1 Session member in order to conduct required investiga-

tions.Outreach Branch: Richard Marquez, Chair.  Rev. Ted Esaki’s first day as Stated Supply of El Estero will be Sunday, 

March 1, 2015.Spiritual Growth Branch:  Don Chin, Chair. Volunteers from the Congregation to serve as Worship Leader ap-

preciated.  Would like a Worship Team to advise and consult on Praise Song and Hymn selections for the month or quarter.  

Ordained Elders can volunteer to assist with serving Communion. 

Commissioner to the Presbytery of San Jose:  Dick Wong.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2015 at 
the First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto.  Docket not yet posted on Presbytery of San Jose’s website. 
Pending future events:  Elder and Deacon Training/Retreat in April, Annual meeting with Deacons in May,  Safe Church 
Training for new officers, and Annual reports.  Informal get-together with Rev. Esaki. 



3 

Revised 2015 Budget 

An evaluation of revenue and expenditures for last year showed that in order to meet expenses an unprecedented 

sum was withdrawn from reserves . This was due to reduced membership and increased costs. It was deemed neces-

sary to make a significant reduction in spending across the various  expense categories. The  session approved a 15% 

overall cut in the budgeted expenses. Unfortunately one of the areas to be most affected was the staffing , and it was 

decided to cut the administrative assistant position. It was with regret that this was done and hopefully  the draining 

of the reserves will be minimize this year. We trust that God will provide as we move forward. 

 

Per Capita Dues 

El Estero is still collecting Per Capita dues. The dues for 2015 is $31.50 per member.   

Envelopes are available at the church .                                     

 

Echoes Distribution 

The El Estero Echoes newsletter is distributed  by mail, handing out at Sunday services and via Email. 

If you wish to receive Echoes by Email please send a request to elesteropc@gmail.com. 

 

Deacons' Report 

:The Deacons held elections for the new term. President: Hisao; Treasurer: Junki; Secretary: Nora.   Hisao reviewed 

the purpose/responsibilities of a Deacon.  Ralph volunteered to prepare a list of Communion servers for the year. He 

also volunteered to update the Deacons' call list.  Discussions were  held about visits, calls,  transportation,  and meal 

deliveries. Also discussed was recruiting other members to help. A list will be prepared for announcement during the 

Joys and Concerns on Sundays. Next meeting: Sunday, March 8 after service 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  - Let us continue to pray for: 

Joy: Royal and Hiro welcomed great-grandson, Oliver Royal, Pastor Ted's arrival 

Concerns: Emiko and Johnnie, Tomi, Bobby, Karen, Mike, Bob and Joan, Bill and May, Clifford and Nancy, Uchida 

family with passing of Helen, Marilyn and family with loss of her father, Gene and family with loss of brother, Bill, 

Teruyo with loss of her grandfather, Tom and Lynn with loss of aunt.  

 Estero Church and its stated supply, Pastor Ted Esaki 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO FILL WORSHIP TEAM ASSIGNMENTS 

Please let Johnnie or any Elder know in which position you may be called to serve. 

MARCH LEADERS GREETERS USHERS COFFEE FLOWERS 

1 Richard Marquez Reiko Kageyama 

Hiroko Kuwatani 

Junki Kitahara 

Marian Kageyama 

Marilyn Kodani Larry, Cindy & 

Tristan Stenek 

8 Don Chin Johnnie & Emiko 

Montoya 

Yae Kuwatani 

Lyle Quock 

Yvonne Han  

15 Dick Wong 

 

Tomi Tanaka 

Gene Lee 

Don Chin 

Dori Chin 

Nora Shen 

22 Lynn Gunter Meja & Lyle 

Quock 

Jean Tanaka 

Marian Kageyama 

Yuri Wong  

29 Nora Shen Dick Wong 

 Ralph Heun 

Yae Kuwatani 

Junki Kitahara 

Jean Tanaka El Edtero 
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El Estero Presbyterian Church 

490 Camino El Estero 

Monterey, CA 93940 

 

831.375-6622 

 

Email: elesteropc@gmail.com 

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

 

Matthew 23:37-39 

 

 

March 2015 
  

Sunday Worship Service - 10:30 AM 

Welcome Rev. Ted Esaki 

Communion - First Sunday of the month 

Deacons Meeting - after service Mar. 8, 2015 

Session Meeting - after service Mar. 15, 2015 

 

 
 

New Carpets and Floor Coverings 

Notice the new carpeting in the sanctuary, nursery and the pastor’s office. 

Also the new flooring in the entrance and hallway, as well as the upstairs office.  

Because of generous donations to offset the cost of this project there was no need to use  

reserve funds. Thank you to those who contribute to this needed upgrade. 
 


