
Daily Devotion  For April 30, 2020 
 
11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want.”   Philippians 4:11-12 
 
In 1961, our beloved John Steinbeck wrote his final novel entitled “The 
Winter of Discontent.”  The title comes from Williams Shakespeare first lines 
in Richard III, “Now is the winter of our discontent…..”    
 
As we move into our 7th week of sheltering in place, we see a great number 
of people in our country who are increasingly growing discontent.   People 
are discontent with sheltering in place, the lack of covid-19 testing, going 
hungry and waiting in long lines to get food, the slowness in getting their 
stimulus checks, lack of essential items at the grocery store.  You name it, 
and it seems like people are growing increasingly discontent.   
 
From a prison cell the apostle Paul penned the above words, “I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every circumstance.”    
What was the secret that Paul had learned about contentment?    Simply, it 
was “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  (Proverbs 3:5)   For Paul, it 
was his relationship with Jesus that brought him contentment.  He would 
later write in I Timothy 6:6;8, “Godliness with contentment is great 
gain…If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” Paul was 
saying that contentment is a learned behavior.   Contentment comes from 
being grateful for all the blessings that God has bestowed upon us.   
 
Today, take time to reflect on the questions, what brings you contentment in 
life?  Why is it hard to be content?  What can you do to develop an attitude 
of contentment in all circumstances?  Today, what are you grateful for?    
 
Today’s Prayer Focus:   Take time today to express your gratitude to God 
for the countless blessings He has bestowed upon us, His abundant 
goodness and love for us.   Thank God that Kiku’s “bee invasion” has been 
resolved.   Continue to pray this week’s prayer fuel.    
 


